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with a good grace. Meanwhile, the World War of
1914-1918 had broken out, and Roosevelt, who was in
favour of American intervention in the conflict, did his
best to persuade his countrymen to prepare themselves
for the struggle. In April, 1917, the United States at
last declared war on Germany, and Roosevelt, though
in his sixtieth year, immediately offered his services, and
actually applied for an active service commission in
France. This was denied to him on account of his age
and health, which had been undermined l?y the hard-
ships he had endured while exploring the Rio Teodoro,
and was, indeed, failing at this very time. His four sons,
however, went to the front, where one of them lost his
life. Theodore Roosevelt's own days were already num-
bered, though he continued active, speaking and writing,
to the very end, which came on January 6, 1919, when
he passed away quietly in his sleep.

Theodore Roosevelt will be remembered chiefly for
the remarkable work he did during his two terms as
President. He was also a great open-air man and
traveller, but what is less well known is that he was a
writer of considerable reputation. At the age of twenty-
four he wrote a history of the War of 1812 between
Great Britain and the United States which has been
accepted as the leading work on that conflict. Another
of his books, The Winning of the West, is accounted the
best description of American frontier life during the
nineteenth century. In his African Game Trails he not
only records his adventures in Africa but supplies a
large amount of valuable information upon the races
and the customs of the people with whom he came in